OLD TONBRIDGEONIANS FIVES CLUB
CENTENARY EVENT

About one year ago both Bill Gunyon and I were in touch over the possibility of a celebratory lunch in order to commemorate one hundred years of the present Fives Courts at Tonbridge School.   After a great deal of preparatory work by Bill Gunyon       

ably assisted by Mike Bushby the event and day slowly took place and we were all delighted when it came to fruition and we all met up for a marvellous lunch and time for reminiscence on Saturday 24th March 2007 in the narrow room at Tonbridge School.  Various members old and young assembled, our eldest member leaving the School in 1941 and our youngest member having left the School only last year.  It was a great pleasure to see such a wide variety of ages and I know that as we sat down for a very entertaining lunch and speeches we were all in an excellent reminiscent mood.

After a very enjoyable lunch we adjourned to the Fives Courts where approximately eighteen of us again of mixed age (and ability) managed to play quite a successful few games of Fives and enjoy the remainder of the afternoon before dispersing, with some of us going as far as the Ivy House for refreshments.

It is really very reassuring that the game of Fives is currently going through revival in the School both with the present boys (upwards of seventy six current active members) and of course in the Old Boys Fives Club where we have had an increased number of members attending on a regular basis on Tuesday evenings.  We are grateful to the foresight shown one hundred years ago in allowing the Fives Courts to be developed along with the Rifle Range where they still of course stand complete with their newly enhanced slate roof which has made such a difference in terms of keeping out the rain and preventing some of our evening fixtures being called off as a result of court humidity.
We all owe a special vote of thanks to those who made the effort to come on the day and of course Bill Gunyon for his driving force behind the organisation.    I do hope that some of you will use this opportunity and enjoy the attached photographs.

Dr. Neil D. Arnott (Manor House 1963-1968)

Currently Secretary of the Old Boys Fives Club

