Report – Old Tonbridgians Fives June 2008
For several years now the Old Tonbridgians Fives Club has operated on a very sociable and friendly basis, meeting regularly on a Tuesday evening at Tonbridge School for some enjoyable social fives.   We are most fortunate to be able to use the facilities provided by the school.  We play on either Rugby or Winchester Fives courts thereby varying the game and increasing interest.  Generally we do not worry about changing facilities for evening social events, but on the occasions when we have a fixture I usually arrange for facilities to be available and then a meal within the school or at a nearby restaurant.

Our season runs from October to June, commonly extended right through the summer depending on the enthusiasm of members and the ambient temperature!

This year we have had our usual round of fixtures starting with the RFA Fixture in November –played after a postponement from the original date and resulting in a loss for Tonbridge. This year we missed the Owers Cup due to lack of support form “true” OT’s – a necessary requirement for entry.  We will endeavour to do better this autumn.   For the remainder of our events we had mixed fortunes winning more than loosing, against the Bank of England, Masters of Christ’s Hospital, Old Whitgiftians, Old Eastbournians the School. We also had a close fixture against the Boys with a narrow victory at the end of the Lent term. Our return fixture against the bank included a fifth form pupil as we were short of a player and we suffered a narrow loss although hope to take revenge when they return to Tonbridge for our last fixture at the end of June
We continue to be most grateful to Tonbridge School for allowing us to use the newly revitalised courts. With excellent lighting, and almost always dry floors, due to a watertight roof. Very occasionally the courts will sweat but only if it remains humid with marked rise in temperature after a cold spell. Pleasingly we have not had to cancel any games this year
We continue to play regularly on Tuesday evenings and, often in the Michaelmas and Lent Terms, we are joined by boys who I think gain valuable experience form the mixing with adult players. Martin Wilkinson (OT Parent) regularly helps with the training of increasing numbers of boy players
New players are always most welcome and it is pleasing that we have had some new players this year, including the father of one of the boys at the school, who is coming on in leaps and bounds and will soon be a regular contributor to our teams. Please just e-mail or call me if you want to join in.
We look forward to next year.
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